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June 1, 2020 

Dear 2020 Graduates, 

As you know, due to the virus response, we have purposely waited to post the dates of your 
graduation ceremony in hopes that social distancing protocols would be eased so that our full 
traditional graduation ceremonies could be provided as you had requested. At this date, social 
distancing protocols still do not allow mass gatherings in a school setting under the current phase of 
the reopening executive order. Furthermore, we still have not received clear guidance from the 
State of California regarding our schools reopening on August 6. If we are not able to open fully in 
August it is quite possible that we will not be able to provide our full ceremonies even if we wait 
until the fall. With that information, for planning purposes, we need determined graduation dates. 
Respective graduation dates will be the following: 

OHS: Friday, July 31 

OJHS: Thursday July 30 

Oakdale Charter: Wednesday July 29  

East Stanislaus and Valley Oak High Schools: Wednesday July 29  

These dates provide the maximum amount of available time to try and provide our traditional 
ceremonies. The exact configuration of the respective ceremonies will be determined by the 
protocols in place effective July 21, 2020. Depending on the protocols the ceremonies will follow one 
of the following options: 

1. Traditional ceremony with no protocols in place. 

2.   Traditional ceremony that includes all graduates with social distancing in place between 
each graduate. Two family members of each graduate will be invited quests and required to 
sit together in predetermined seating spaces to maintain social distancing. 

3. Traditional ceremony with graduates only and no spectators. The ceremony will be live-
streamed for family and community viewing.  

4. Drive-Thru or Drive-In ceremony only due to continued protocols. 

The OJUSD recognizes that heat can be a determining factor so traditional ceremonies will be 
scheduled later in the evening to accommodate temperatures. Drive-Thru or Drive-In ceremonies 
will be scheduled through-out the respective graduation day. The OJUSD will determine the format 
to be used on July 21 based on the current protocols. That decision will be considered final 
regardless of any changes to the protocols after July 21. Let’s all hope for good health and a full 
reopening so that we can provide our full traditional ceremony. 

     Sincerely, 

Marc Malone, Superintendent 


